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CLOSER LOOK 


African Americans migrated (mostly from the South) starting in the late agth 
century, settling throughout the West and establishing vibrant neighborhoods, 

like Belmar in Santa Monica, California. The Belmar History + Art (BH+A) project 
commemorates the history of the African American residents and business owners 
of the historic Belmar and surrounding neighborhoods. Once a thriving community, 
this area was razed through eminent domain* in the 1950s in order to make way 
for the Civic Auditorium and the Civic Center campus. 


Cover image 

The Gordon Day Work Company (c. 1906) was located on Barnard Way 
near Pier Ave in Ocean Park 

Walter L. Gordon, Jr./William C. Beverly, Jr. collection, ae 
Library Special Collections, Charles E. Young Research Library, UCLA. aa 


You and your family and friends can all take 
part in this workbook. You will learn about 
the residents and neighbors who lived in 

/ Black Santa Monica in the 2oth Century. 
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y PLIES This workbook is full of self-guided 
CRAB SOME ARI SUP activities. It will lead you through 
N CREATING! the history of Belmar and ask you 
AND HAVE VU to visualize and re-imagine the 
plans and dreams of the families 
who used to live here. 


Our histories shape the way we live and exist in the 
world, and it’s important to learn about how people 
lived all around us. You will be encouraged to ask 
questions, look closely at what is around you and 
share what you are learning. 
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. The Belmar community began in the early 
Me 1900s and was displaced by eminent domain* in 
the 1950s. Today, you can imagine what life was 


like back then. What would be happening here 
now, if this neighborhood hadn't been erased? 
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DESCRIBE YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
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Think of some of the main features that represent the neighborhood you live in. Is it 
a building? A tree? A sculpture? List 3 things that you feel define a neighborhood. 
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SHARE THIS EXERCISE 


Ask an older or younger person in your community to share their answers with 
you. Share yours with someone you know. How does their point of view differ 
from yours? 
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USE YOUR FIVE SENSES 
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| Imagine life in the former Belmar Neighborhood. What sounds do you hear | 
: in the morning? 
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DISCOVER LIVING HISTORY 


Located at Fourth and Bay Street, Phillips Chapel Christian Methodist Episcopal (CME) 
Church is the first African American church established in Santa Monica. The current 
building is one the oldest continuously utilized buildings in the city and one of the few 
historical Black Santa Monica buildings that are still standing today. Visit the church's 
neighborhood (in person or online) to uncover some history of this Santa Monica 
landmark and fill in your answers below. 


CURRENT LOCATION: 2001 4TH STREET, SANTA MONICA, CA 90405 
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What year was Phillips Chapel built? 
What is inscribed on the stained glass windows of the chapel? 


Where was the chapel originally located? 
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COLOR THIS 


Nick Gabaldon (1927-1951) 

is the first documented surfer of color 

in the Santa Monica Bay. Born to an 
African American mother and a Mexican 
father, Gabald6on was a pioneer surfer 
and lifeguard who paved the way for 
generations of Black and Brown surfers. 


ANOTHER WORLD 
2S POSSubUE 


The Ebony Beach Club (EBC) was a proposed project by Belmar community member 
Silas White. Mr. White purchased the building at 1811 Ocean Ave. with the intention of 
turning it into a beach club for Black beach goers. However, the EBC was taken by the 

f Santa Monica as part of eminent domain although it was not developed for public 
ings for the EBC show sketches for lodging to banquet halls and more. 


Ebony Beach Club Building, 


c1958 
Santa Monica History 


Museum, Gilmore Family 
Collection 2020. FIC.1.2 
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A page depicting 
the proposed 
lounge from the 
Ebony Beach 
Club architectural 
drawing set by 
Silas White 


DRAW OR COLLAGE A POSTCARD 


What if the Ebony Beach Club was successfully built and still existed today? 
What kind of facilities do you imagine beach goers of today would want? 
Use the space below to draw or collage a modern lounge for the Ebony 
Beach Club. 
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TELL A DIFFERENT STORY 


What if the Ebony Beach Club is open in the future? Using all five senses, write a 
story about a day at the beach or the EBC. This exercise is meant to stimulate your 
imagination, don’t worry about making it perfect. 
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Set a timer for 15 minutes. Go! 
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CUT AND COLLAGE 


Create a street view using these images of historical buildings from early Black Santa 
Monica. First, tear out these two pages. Then cut out the images and collage them 
on the last two pages of this activity book. Bring the collage to life and make a 
neighborhood with people, plants, sidewalks and more. Add other cutouts from old 
magazines or draw your own additions! 
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Rendering of Manuel & Julia 
Murrell’s building, which became 
the Allen Maintenance Company, 
ca. 1975 

Santa Monica Public Library, 
Outlook Newspaper Collection 
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Ebony Beach Club Building, 

c1958 

Santa Monica History 

Museum, Gilmore Family d me 
Collection 2020.FIC.1.1 j 


7 
TEEELELEL| 


{ 
aaa adddddaaa 
na aaddadadaa 


‘ 


aaaangadqaa 
. 


‘= 


| 


fk 
a 
bd 
+4 
bd 
° 
~ 
w 


BUST 


i eee 


COLLAGE YOUR STREET VIEW HERE 


This activity booklet is funded by City of Santa Monica 
Cultural Affairs and is part of a worldbuilding series by 
April Banks, designed and facilitated in collaboration with 
artist Susu Attar. It is an extension of student workshops by 
April, Susu and Natalie Patterson, created as part of 
Belmar History + Art (BH+A) in 2020 and 2021. 


The histories conveyed in this activity booklet are taken 
from the historical interpretive panels forming the 
permanent exhibit at Historic Belmar Park, based on 
research by Dr. Alison Rose Jefferson. 


BH+A is a project of the City of Santa Monica, 
commissioned through its Percent for Art Program, and 
made possible by Santa Monica Cultural Affairs and the City 
of Santa Monica’s Public Works Department. The project 
historian was Alison Rose Jefferson, M.H.C., Ph.D. and the 
project artist was April Banks. 


santamonica.gov/arts/belmar 


